What circumstances favoured the rise of Fidel Castro?


Castro’s rise to power was unexpected – the start of his political revolt was marked by lack of resources, early mistakes and mishaps.  Nevertheless, within the space of three years, his movement was able successfully to overcome the armed forces of a brutal US-backed military dictatorship.
	The 1901 Platt Amendment allowed the USA the right to intervene in Cuba’s affairs.  This led to a lack of economic and political independence from the US.  In many respects the Cubans had replaced one colonial power (the Spanish) with another.  
	Between 1952-54, the price of sugar declined, triggering the first of a series of recessions in the Cuban economy.  In addition the 1934 trade treaty with the USA, which removed tariffs, greatly contributed to the inability of Cuban industry to develop.  Consequently, there was growing unemployment: by 1957, 17% of the labour force were unemployed, while a further 13% were underemployed.
	Batista dominated Cuban politics from 1934-1959.  For 10 years between 1934-44 he ruled through puppet governments.  In 1940 he became President and put in place a new constitution.  Batista’s ruled through an oppressive police force and will be remembered as a corrupt and brutal dictator.

	On 26 July 1953 Fidel Castro and his brother Raul led 165 youths in an attack on the Moncada Barracks to obtain weapons – but it failed.  Half the attackers were killed, wounded or arrested.  Castro and Raul were put on trial with about 100 others.  26 were found guilty.  Fidel was sentenced to 15 years, Raul 13.
	Castro’s and Raul were released 1955 in an attempt by Batista to improve his public image.  Immediately they formed what became known as the 26 July movement.  In July the group moved to Mexico to plan Batista’s overthrow.
	The 26 July movement stays in Mexico for almost a year, plotting against Batista and raising money to print two manifestos.  Castro meets Marxist Guevara, whose ideas and experience helped to give focus to Castro’s broad objective of overthrowing Batista

	In 1956, Fidel, Raul and Guevara return to Cuba from exile on board an overcrowded and poorly equipped yacht Granma. They intended on taking Santiago which would be a base from which to challenge Batista.  The news of Castro’s returned had been leaked.  All but 12 were arrested.  The Castro brothers and Guevara fled to the hills of Sierra Maestra.
	Part of the success of rebuilding the 26 July movement was the effective use of propaganda targeted at both the Cubans and a wider audience (1956-58).  US reporters found their way to Cuba.  Castro came across as a passionate, young, good looking freedom fighter desperately trying to free his country from Batista’s corrupt regime.
	Castro gains support from students agricultural workers and Communists. Between 1957-59, what amounted to a civil war raged in Cuba.  Anti-Batista riots and protests were common.  As Castro’s rebel units grew larger and better armed, Castro launched a series of disruptive guerrilla attacks on Batista’s forces.


Tasks

1. Write a brief heading on each card to summarise its content.
2. Cut out the cards.  Now rank the cards in a ‘diamond nine’ formation to explain why Fidel Castro came to power (with the most important reason at the top, then the next two reasons, then the next three, then the next two, and lastly the least important one).  Once you are happy with your ranking, stick the cards down.
Extension

3. Draw lines between any of the factors that appear to be connected.  Label your lines to explain the links.
4. Write a summary to explain your most important reason.
